Course Activities: Participation 30%
Midterm Exam 25% (15% in-class; 10% Take Home Essay) Review Essay 20%
Final Exam 25% (15% in-class; 10% Take Home Essay)
Participation: The 30% class participation grade consists of worksheets and Reaction Pieces (1-2 pages double-spaced). The RPs are intended to be your reaction to or opinion of the assigned reading supported by specific evidence from the text, not a summary of the reading. Where an RP is assigned for more than one reading either respond to those readings separately or tie them together, but be sure to address all assigned readings in the RP and draw on specific evidence from each of them. There are questions on the readings for guidance on Canvas.
Exams: There is a midterm exam and a final exam (each worth 25%) for the class. The in-class exams are comprised of Identifications and Short Answer Questions based on course material and readings. In addition, each exam includes a Take Home Essay to be turned in on exam day; each essay, the topics for which are listed below, is worth 10% of the overall exam grade. The exams cover only the part of the course for which they are designated (Midterm: Early Russia-1700; Final: Imperial Russia 1700-1900), so they are not cumulative, except that the topics for the Final Exam Take Home Essay cover the entire course.
Review Essay: The Review Essay (worth 20%) requires you to define the issues and arguments involved in a topic of historiographical debate related to the course (see the list of possible topics below). For the essay (double-spaced, 12-point font, 8-10 pages), you should summarize the opposing sides of a historical debate for a topic chosen ahead of time and approved by the instructor, identifying 3-5 major books or articles on that topic in a bibliography. The essay is due Monday, November 28, but can be turned in at any point of the semester after October 31; be forewarned: we have a lot of reading toward the end of the semester, so you need to work on this assignment well before it is due.
Grading: Grades are compiled on a point system (you can keep up with your grades on Canvas). Drawing on at least three sources from the course (which can include video material), defend one of these two statements: 1. The role of the Russian Church prior to the 17 th century is often exaggerated by historians, perhaps because most of the sources they have to work with are from a religious perspective. In fact, Christianity did not greatly influence the lives of the vast majority of the Russian people, many of whom clung to pagan beliefs and superstitions along with (or instead of) a quasi-Christian faith, and some of whom actually resented the Church for adding to their economic difficulties, i.e. by requiring payment for weddings or funeral rites, etc. OR 2. Almost as soon as Eastern Orthodox Christianity took root in Russia it became a dominant force in shaping the political history of the state, as well as influencing the lives and culture of the country's inhabitants. Its role cannot be overestimated; the Russian Church is the one constant through the otherwise dramatically different eras of Kievan Rus, Novgorod, the Mongol yoke, and the rise of Muscovy right down to the establishment of the Russian Empire at the beginning of the 18 th century.
